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SUBJ: LABOR DEMONSTRATIONS THREATENED 

REF: MEXICO 10498 

SUMMARY: THERE EXISTS A POSSIBILITY OF A VIOLENT CLASH 
BETWEEN LEPTWING UNION-STUDENT ELEMENTS WHO SUPPORT 
DISSIDENT ELECTRICAL POWER WORKERS AND THE SUPPORTES 
OP THE NATIONAL UNION OP ELECTRICAL POWER WORKERS UNION 
(SUTERM) WHICH INCLUDES THE CONFEDERATION OP MEXICAN 
WORKERS (CTM) AND OTHERS. THE DISSIDENTS THREATEN TO 
DEMONSTRATE IN PRONT OF THE SUTERM HEADQUARTERS ON 
JAN. 31, 1976. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE DISSIDENT LEFTWING GROUP OF ELECTRIC POWER 
WORKERS LED BY EXPELLED MARXIST UNION LEADER R APART , GALVAN 
HAS THREATENED A DESMONSTRATION IN PRONT OP THE 
ESTABLISHMENT SUPPORTED UNION CLOSE BY THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY. THE UNION, SUTERM, PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT 
THEY TOO WOULD DEMONSTRATE ON THE SAME DAY AND 
PRESUMABLY AT THE SAME PLACE IP THE DISSIDENT GROUP CALLED 
TENDENCIA DEMOCRATICA, ARE ALLOWED TO GROUP. MEANWHILE, 
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UNION OF MEXICO, SINDICATO MEXICANO DE ELECTRICISTAS 
(SME) AND THE SUTERM SIGNED AN AGREEMENT IN THE PRESENCE 
OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA THAT GUARANTEED THE SECURITY 
AND COOPERATION OF TECHNICAL UNION WORKERS SENT TO 
PERFORM TASKS IN THE TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OF THE 
OTHER UNION. THIS AGREEMENT REPRESENTS A FIRST STEP 
TOWARD THE AMALGAMATION OF THE TWO NATIONAL UNIONS, 
ONE, SUTERM, POLITICALLY DEMOCRATIC AND THE OTHER, 

SME, MARXIST LED, A GOAL OF THE PRESIDENT SINCE HE 
TOOK OFFICE IN 1970. 

2. A SENIOR OEFICER OF SME TOLD LABATT ON JAN. 29, 1976 
THAT HIS UNION WAS NOT INVOLVED IN THE DISPUTE BETWEEN 
THE SUTERM AND ITS DISSIDENTS AND WOULD NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN THE THREATENED DEMONSTRATION ON JAN. 31. 

3. COMMENT: A) THE SUTERM AND THE SME HAVE SIGNED 
A PEACE PACT BUT NO ONE BELIEVES THAT THESE TWO 
UNIONS WILL MERGE. THEY ARE TOO FAR APART POLITICALLY, 
AND STRUCTURALLY THEY TAKE OPPOSITE POSITIONS OVER 
THE AFFILIATION OF A MERGED UNION WITH THE CTM. 

B) IF THE THREATENED DEMONSTRATION TAKES PLACE 
THERE IS A STRONG LIKELIHOOD OF SOME VIOLENCE. 

THE GALVAN GROUP, "TENDENCIA DEMOCRATICA," ACCORDING 
TO A NEWSPAPER AD, CLAIM SUPPORT FROM UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT GROUPS, MARXIST LABOR UNIONS, THE RADICAL 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC "ERENTE AUTENTICO DE TRABAJ ADORES" 
(FAT), THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF MEXICO, THW WOERERS 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY AND OTHER SUCH ELEMENTS. IF 
THE GOM GRANTS PERMISSION TO THE DISSIDENTS, THE 
CTM AND OTHER FIDEL VELAZQUEZ SUPPORTERS CAN BE 
COUNTED ON TO JOIN THE FUN IN SUPPORT OF THE SUTERM. 
NEEDLESS TO SAY, ANY VIOLENCE WILL POLITICALLY 
EMBARRASS BOTH ECHEVERRIA AND LOPEZ PORTILLO. 
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